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Good morning- Welcome to the Environment Committee- For the purpose of the
2 foreign delegates, we will commence this in English- So, it will be easier for
you to understand- I understand you have your local lawyer as well. What we
have been doing for the last 3 to 4 months is we are trying to identify what
are the main reasons behind not receiving the fines or what are the challenges
or the amendments we need to make in the environmental protection laws so
that these consequences will be minimized and whatever fines that have been
taken under this laws to be received by the, actually the purpose of this fines is

not to get money- But to minimize these consequences- Minimize these losses to

our environment- And as per the information we have received from the
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Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd- So, I will open the floor first to give a general idea
or general information from your side, what are the challenges, what are the
obstacles you are facing on these issues and why you are not implementing
these fines or paying the fines- And after that the committee members will

question you- Thank you-

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

speaking:

Yeah! Good morning- I am Buddhika Samarasinghe- I am the General Manager
of Mainland Shipping- I have been with company from the inception- That is
from 2015- We are predominantly vessel agents assisting fleet owners to arrive
to Maldives, get their vessels operated in terms of discharging cargo and of
course the other related services to vessel agencies- So, we approximately handle
about 10 vessels average monthly- Predominantly, we handle tugs and barges
operating between India and Maldives- So, we have basically had a good
working environment with all the authorities so far for the last 10 years of our
operation- So, that is basically about our company, and I am here with this
company from the inception- That is the introduction of the company- Anything

else would you like to know about the company?

Chairperson Speaking:

Okay- I will open the floor for other members to ask any questions if they have-
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Actually, my question was not just a briefing of your company- But we have
information from Environmental Protection Agency and Attorney General’s Office

there are few cases that has involved your company’s name- Some cases are

already in Courts and some cases are still on the process of going to Courts-
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arrive under your agency- Now, as the information we have received from the
Attorney General’s Office and Environmental Protection Agency also that there
are challenges to get hold of the ship once this- So, they have recently started
going after the agent- So maybe that’s why your name is coming quite as often
as you mentioned you are taking care of 8 to 10 ships per month- So, it is
nothing special when we see your name there since you are doing a good job
and doing a big work here- So, what is your opinion, or one thing is why this
payments are not being made? And what are the challenges you are having to

realize this payments? And what do you feel about the fines as a whole?

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:

Yeah! With regard to the fines, when the incidents happen as in when it goes
to EPA, they initiate the environmental, I mean they assess the environmental
damages and then they do their fine process- And then they come up with the
fines- And then all these fines has been almost about, if you know the figure is
about 100 million rufiyaa- So, owners have not agreed on these numbers- So
that is the reason that they have gone to the Courts, I think- So, the matter is
referred to the Courts in order to be contested in terms of the owner’s
perspective plus to understand what the State has to say about it- Because they
both have different views on these cases- That is one challenge we have- So,
that is where we are acting you know- We cannot any further interpret about the
situation right now- Because the owners have not agreed on the fines imposed
by the EPA for so many reasons, which we have already taken up in the Courts,

I think- The matter we are referring to- Sorry?

Chairperson Speaking:

There are special laws- It’s certain figures in the law- So, when the government

impose the fine do you really have to agree? Let’s say the law is saying that

will be fined 10000 per square feet- Can you say I don’t agree on that figure?
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Well, first of all, I don’t agree whether we have to agree or not-

Chairperson Speaking:

No, my question is, are you, I mean do you have certain authority to say that I

don’t agree? Because it is written in the law and regulations-

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:

Well, maybe we don’t have the authority but then we also have the option to
go to the Courts and understand why we have to pay it- So, and then, we
probably will have the reasons to our side are the reason or the owner’s side
are the reason why they want to know this much of payment to be made or not-

Whether it is justifiable- That is one reason why it is not being paid-

Chairperson Speaking:

Do you have any kind of bond or security or insurance that is made with the

ship owner in case of this kind of incidents that can be covered?

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:
No, we don’t have an insurance or a bond- It’s only the agency agreement we
have between the owners and the vessel agency- There is no kind of an

insurance or a bond- It is only the agreement, agency agreement:

Chairperson Speaking:

So, in this case if a Court sentence that Mainland Shipping should pay this fine
but we all, everybody knows that you are doing agency engagement- And how

can you secure that payment in such a case?

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:
Well 1 think Mr- Zaeem will be able to answer that-
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Mailand Shipping Pvt Ltd Lawyer, Mohamed Zaeem Speaking:
Yeah! We have submitted the, our position for the Civil Court- So, after the

Civil Court also there are other Courts, the High Court and the Supreme Court-
So, the better will be, if the owners want to again appeal that matter, then the

matter would be appealed after the case is...

Chairperson Speaking:

Okay! If the Supreme Court rules out, what is, how can you secure this

payment?

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:

As agents, I don’t think we have, we are liable for any damages- Because we
are just the agents- We are agents representing an owner- And according to the
law also we are not liable for any payments for damages- We are only being
notified from the EPA as we are interpreting between, or we are just the agency
between the Government of the Maldives as well as the owners- So, according
to what we know is, the agents are not liable for any payment- We are just the

agents- We are just helping them to facilitate their vessel called to Maldives-

Mailand Shipping Pvt Ltd Lawyer, Mohamed Zaeem Speaking:

The position, we have submitted the position and we, at the moment we don’t
know the outcome of the verdict that will come- So, according to the verdict the

owners will also comply with- Yeah!

Chairperson Speaking:

So, whichever boat owners that you have the agency agreement, the relationship
with the boat owners and yourself is still ongoing right? I mean you can get

reach of the owner any time-

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:

r-We are in touch with them-
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Chairperson Speaking:

Okay- As per your information you said you don’t have any responsibility over
these cases- If in future, we want to make sure that this doesn’t happen and this
doesn’t continue for long- If any damage comes to our environment, we need
the person who has to be responsible to recover this damage- So, what will be
your opinion or what can be the best practice to make sure this happens?
Maybe an insurance or whatever, to be incorporated with the laws- Right now,
maybe there are loopholes where the agent or boat owner can escape from this-
So, we want to close all those loopholes- What will be your opinion? Thank

you-

Mailand Shipping Pvt Ltd Lawyer, Mohamed Zaeem Speaking:

I don’t, I think the agents are not here as legal experts on that matter- So, we
actually wanted to, I mean I don’t think we are in a position to give that
consultation- Yeah! As agents, because they are representing the owners as

agents- Yeah!

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:
The matter has to be researched more between the agencies and then taken a
decision with other authorities in consultation- I just cannot give my opinion on

a trade matter-

Chairperson Speaking:

It’s fine- Anyway, when this process is over definitely the agent should be

responsible. We will make sure the agents are responsible on this matter. Because we
cannot just keep the agents happily ever after damaging our environment. So, this is
going after the agents for sure in future. So, you people has to be prepared for this. And
that’s why we are also trying to onboard with you people to make it a win-win situation.
Our committee will be meeting with the transport ministry on amendment of the any
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So, definitely this is going after the agents in future. So, it will be more powerful, the
laws will be more powerful to go after the agents. So, agents has to be responsible in
the future. So, for this we need your support to be more transparent and more
advantageous to both sides. I mean we don’t just want to go after the agent and get the
fine. But we need our environment to be safe and... Is there any other question from any
of the members? Since there is no more questions we thank you for coming and giving
your opinion on this matter.

Mainland Shipping Pvt Ltd General Manager Mr-Buddhika Samarasinghe

Speaking:

Thank you very much sir.
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