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 އަޙްމަދު ސލަީމް{ ދާއިރގާެ މެނބްަރު  ހޯރފަށުި  ؛ }ރޔިާސތަުގައި އނިްނވެީ ކޮމިޓގީެ މުޤައްރިރު

 

Chairman Speaking: 

Hello, we are about the start the meeting. So how we intend to go about is will give you 

something like 20 minutes. I hope that would be enough to begin with you can 

introduce yourself. And then you can continue your presentation or whatever you have. 

And following that I will invite members if they have any questions or clarifications. So, 

let’s start. I’ll hand over the mike to you.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

Thank you. First of all, thank you for giving us this meeting on just a short notice. First 

of all, I would like to introduce the participants from our end. We have with us Mark 

Lyanas. Mark Lyanas is our international consultant. And he works on a global scale on 

areas relating to environmental issues and climate change. We also have with us Ahmed 

Naeem, who is our program coordinator and part of the WFD Maldives Team. And my 

name is, Aryj and I am the country representative for WFD Maldives. Just an 

introduction of WFD because I don’t think we have had formal arrangement with the 

committee, with the climate change committee yet. WFD is a UK public body. We 

worked towards strengthening democracy and we have about programs in about thirty 

plus counties worldwide. And we started our work in the Maldives in 2019. And 

currently we are working under the CSS, Conflict, Stability and Security fund. And 

we’ve been working closely with the parliament especially the secretariat. And the 

thematic focus areas under CSS is in this project is focused on climate change, gender, 

human rights, and also national security. We’ve had different activities under this 

mostly with other committees. We provided technical expertise to the National 

Securities committee in the inquiry report they had last year in regard to the 

assassination attempt of speaker. We’ve also started an ECO’s with the help of a 

Canadian university, McGill university on post legislative scrutiny and the parliament 

process. Which a lot of parliamentary officials are actually participating in right now. 

We also hosted one study visit previously and will be hosting another one next month 

for committee chairs to visit the UK and go to the house of commons and meet with 

colleagues in their parliament as well and you know have a knowledge sharing 

experience with them as well. So, that’s a little bit of short introduction of the work 
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what we are doing. For this meeting we are really looking at what the Environmental 

and Climate change committee is doing for this year, how your work is going, what is 

been planned in work or in the works in regard to the committee works and what are 

your priority areas for this year. And what kind of assistance that we can provide in 

regards to the work that you are being doing. I will also hand over the mike to Ahmed 

just to give you an idea of the kind of work you we’ve doing with the committees, with 

the parliament in the past few months. Thank you.  

 

Program Coordinator Ahmed Naeem Speaking:  

Thanks, Aryj. I’ll just take roughly may be few minutes just to go through some of the 

works we had done with some of the committees of the Majlis. Since 2019 we have 

worked with Human Rights and Gender committee and later with Security Committee 

on National security as well. And we have also engaged with Climate Change 

committee as well in a visit to UK in 2019 October if I am not wrong and we have 

assisted committees in various ways sometime with the inquiries. Sometimes with 

assessments that are related to inquiries. And sometimes with some of the briefings or 

session for parliamentary officials that would help or assist members to contact 

inquiries efficiently. And some of the other work we did includes the preparation and 

writing of committee guideline which we have shared with the Majlis. And the 

committee guideline is a guideline for all the committees and officials which they can 

apply during their work. And it is it’s available in both Dhivehi and English. And our 

current program it includes we rework on around thematic areas and climate change is 

one of the main thematic areas of the current program. And we as Aryj mentioned apart 

from parliament and committees we also engaged with civil society organizations and 

media. So that they will be aware of what parliament and the committees are doing on 

board in order to align the priority areas of both their parties. I think this about, this 

briefly about what we have done in the past and with the committees and overall 

parliaments.  Thank you. 

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

I hope that was sufficient introduction from our end. I just wanted to start of the general 

question regarding the committee’s work. And specially just highlighting in regard to 

COP 26 and the commitments of the Maldives in regard to the COP 26. And what has 

been the climate change committee’s role in sort of holding the government 
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accountable in regard to those commitments or just in general what are the works 

currently under the committee right now.  

 

Chairman Speaking: 

Okay. Thank you for the introduction and thank you for organizing this event. I think 

what you have just said is very useful. If you don’t have a foreigner attending this 

meeting, I hope you don’t mind some of our members if they so, wish they could speak 

in Dhivehi. I think that would be okay.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

We do have Mark with us. But I can translate some of it is not (08:03) translate details 

in the chat for Mark while they are stating their statements. Is that alright?  

 

Chairman Speaking: 

Yeah, yeah, I think that’s perfectly alright. But just to start I would make few remarks 

in English. So, Mark is also in line with us. I don’t think we should be going too much 

detailing to how committees function since you’ve said you are keeping a very close 

watch on some of the committees here. And you know generally work is assigned to 

committees, to various committees by the Speaker. We have before us a huge document 

which is quite recent introduction to Majlis. This is on endangered species. I think as a 

fulfillment of the CITES convention so the bill is right before us, and we will be soon 

starting to debate on this bill in the committee. We have recently completed the climate 

emergency act, water sewerage act and energy act. These are like very, very important 

legislations the committee worked on, and we were able to complete the work last year. 

And now as part of the committee work, we will be reviewing some of the legislations 

and we will be inviting the relevant government agencies to find out what sort of, I 

think these are quite recent ones. And we should I think leave sometime for them to get 

the experience and I tend to think that it would at least take a year or so for us to get a 

proper review done. Also, in the parliament right now is amendments to the water and 

sewerage act. It doesn’t come to committee yet. It’s in the floor right now. And I’m 

hoping that it will come to the committee because that was a piece of work that we 

completed in this committee. I will also invite other members. We have a good 

representation today here. I will ask others if they have anything to add this movement. 

I will pass the floor if anyone wants to say anything. Ok! If you have any specific 
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questions, we don’t have an agenda such. Our work is mostly reactive. But sometimes 

members can of cause bring issues to the committee. But most of the members here also 

represented in many other committees. They are overwhelmed. Actually, I mean at least 

in my case I work in three other committees. So, there is always enough work to do for 

each of these members. So very hard to you know, find time to bring our own issues to 

committees and debate on it and we have bills and motions and other work that comes 

to regular floor and that is passed to committees. So, we have enough work actually but 

not necessarily we work on a particular agenda also. 

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

Just a flow up on the first that you did mention that you are reviewing some legislations 

within the year or so. Can you specify which legislations these are, is it the climate 

emergency act and the energy act that recent once that have come in to force.   

 

Chairman speaking: 

Can you repeat what you just said? 

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

Sorry, mentioning that you were planning on reviewing some legislations within the 

next year would it be specifically the climate emergency act, energy act? Do you have a 

specific list of acts that you are planning on reviewing?  

 

Chairman speaking: 

Well, legislative review is a separate area of work actually. It’s not a review as such, 

but we are going to have series of meetings with relevant stake holders and find out 

their experiences. I think it’s premature to say you know we will have to review this 

legislation at this movement in time. But I’m sure they probably would have gained 

some experience in trying to implement and this is something we do here from 

colleagues working in the government. You know, there are some areas of difficulties, 

and we would like to know where we can help them. About energy act and climate 

emergency act, you would know that we have a quite ambitious climate target of 2030 

right. We intent to go carbon neutral by 2030 or climate neutral by 2030. Which is quite 

an ambitious target. And for that to achieve lot of things need to be done and many 
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players will have to be onboard, and lot of work needs to be done. And that’s something 

specifically we will be looking at you know. Where the challenges are, where the 

opportunities lie, and I think soon we will be looking in to how the government is 

progressing in regards to that particular target. I have a colleague Ali Hussain would 

like to say something. 

 

Kendhoo constancy member Ali Hussain speaking  

Is that Ahmed, I just wanted to ask before. Ahmed right. Ok, I think like I wasn’t here 

when you like had the introduction and when you introduce like yourself, I was like 

what you guys are doing over there. Just looking to the agenda and then I ask the chair 

like what’s the meeting about. I think if we do anything by this committee or like from 

your organization it should be like one thing fundamentally that we are losing focus is 

that environment has never, it has still never become an election issue. Not in Maldives, 

not anywhere in the world. It just has become something like fashionable to talk about. 

Something nice to talk about. And when it comes to like developmental projects or 

whatever it is nobody bothers actually. Nobody bothers. Like not only Maldivians none 

of the counties, none of the organizations nobody cares. But we all talk, so, I think if we 

do anything we have to make sure that it becomes an election issue by 2023 and 

becomes a serious issue. And it becomes an issue where people would be swaying their 

votes either this side or that side base on environment. I think that should be the focus 

at this moment like from NGO’s like where you’re working and even this committee 

has to work to that direction. I think we have to make it and issue like, otherwise the 

politicians whoever contesting they are not going to like bothered about it and the 

people obviously for us their priorities are different. So, if you do one thing, I think that 

is something that we have to be focused on ourself.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

Just following what you have mentioned, and I was just thinking there is lot of incidents 

relating to development projects that are coming out regarding environmental issues in 

regard to those developmental projects. And some of these are taking into the 

parliament and taking into your committees as well. Do you face any difficulties in 
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regard to getting like expertise or getting the kind of just research and information that 

you require to carry on inquiries relating to these kinds of projects? So, just I 

understand that a lot of work that you have to do is related because these kinds of things 

popup and then do you feel like there are any obstacles to the work that you do in the 

committee level, any kind of technical expertise or any kind of procedural issues that 

you are facing currently.  

 

Chairman speaking: 

It again depends on the nature of issues that we get. For an example the bill right now 

before us which is on endangered species as we study and as we go along, we might 

need some technical assistance. Not all of us need to be trained in specialist areas 

related to environment. So, there are cases where we might need you know assistance 

and it would be good to have such a resource available in case, we need it you know. 

By again very much depend on the issue in discussion and the type of bills that we or 

motions that you know members submit. So, far we have been able to manage you 

know proper well I would say. But you never know, it is a very complicated and 

needing some time specific expertise and experiences. You never know we might need 

it.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

…this is such a; I mean your work is very diverse and obviously that would require a 

lot of like different diverse of information. Mark, do you have any questions or 

comments that you would like to add in?  

 

Mark lyanas - Consultant for Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) Maldives 

Speaking: 

No, I need that the other committee with CBI for already with the Methew another 

committee member Patrick from the GCI. There is a lot of different streams of work 

with related to climate energy and climate adaptation. And I think it would just be nice 

to be able to bring in together so that we are not doing multiple different things under 
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the lab. And you know well take the committees direction on that and some as well as 

that from Speaker Nasheed. But if you, the committee chair, and members think of us 

as a source of technical support we are in whatever very useful our expertise extents 

from you know climate to others and environment as well whether it is waste or washed 

sewage or energy or entitled species or if we can broaden our support out from climate 

if that’s useful. 

 

Chairman speaking: 

That’s really very good and appreciate that help Mark. I remember you know when we 

initially started working on climate change bill, we were little bit stuck and we wanted 

some help and I recall requesting for some assistance from your organization back then, 

but it wasn’t readily available that time. But I am sure it won’t be the case in future. 

Technical assistance are always welcome you know and we need it. For instance, when 

we think of studying the impact of the legislation on climate change there might be a 

systematic approach that you may be aware of, and we would be happy to know it. In 

addition to that members, I am sure in the study mode and they always would want to 

get experiences and knowledge on how committees function and how you know, we 

work on bills and how we do proper reviews and things like that. So, we would always 

welcome technical assistance.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

That’s great gentleman. Ahmed, Mark, do you have any more additional questions?  

 

Mark lyanas - Consultant for Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) Maldives 

Speaking: 

regarding how the climate emergency act is operationalized. And when I was in the 

Majlis we discussed a bit about ministry leading to present COP, the first COP budget I 

have been in touch with the state minister about doing that. Doing that I don’t think its 

needs to be a huge, complicated piece of work its essentially a policy decision about the 

trajectory towards carbon neutral in 2030 and how the different factors operationalize 
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that. But it seems to me that the committee is going to have to take a strong supervisory 

role if the ministries accelerate the timetable here. Because my understanding is that 

they are already falling behind. So, again if it is useful to try to see how that can be 

perused so that we don’t pull further behind the schedule. Because you know it’s 2022, 

we only got 8 years to partly become carbon neutral. The CVF is optically engaged to 

carryout the climate prosperity plan, there is a world bank plan which are greater which 

members may have already seen the track all. So, there is technical work going on here 

but it’s the policy level which needs to also be you future proceed. Thank you.   

 

Chairman speaking: 

Yes. Good point. You have correctly said that implementing the legislation would be 

far more challenging I guess than doing the oversight functions. The legislation we did 

may not be perfect one. But I think if you compare with few other countries who have 

already got in place climate change acts, we are not that bad I must say. Ministry would 

need lot of assistance in implementing the act and they might be having some 

difficulties, and this is what I am hearing. It’s nothing official. But some of the 

colleagues have shared some of the concerns with me indicating that the need for 

technical assistance. Specially for the ministry and the utility regulatory authority. The 

legislation as you would probably know has very clear timeline, reporting mechanisms, 

governance arrangements. So, lot of things are there, and we will soon be finding out 

you know whether they are able to meet the timelines that we have specified in the 

legislation. And these are again very early stages, and this is the right time again to 

provide technical and financial assistance to the government for them to implement the 

act properly. So, I am sure there will be more opportunities for us to interact. I think 

this is just a beginning and you would come to know the issues that we face on the part 

of the committee in doing the oversight functions properly. And also, equally important 

is to find out how the implementing agencies are doing.  

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

So, something just because we are not really working with the government directly 

under this project and we are really focusing on the parliament under the CSS fund I 

was just thinking based on the conversations that we have had, would it be helpful to 
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help you, help the climate change committee to properly scrutinize the implementation 

of the climate emergency act. Not as like a full-on pressure on all the institutions but do 

you have a systematic approach to that kind of scrutiny that is required to accomplish 

the goal setting the act.  

 

Chairman speaking: 

Yeah. That would be very helpful. But if you could share such information and 

assistance to committee that would help, and we could have a looked it and I think that 

would facilitate us to do our work very well. I’m sure UK parliament has lot of 

experience in implementing and doing oversite functions for the climate legislation and 

their experience would be very helpful. If you have our structured format or how that 

could be systematically carried out and if that information could be shared with the 

committee that would help us a lot. 

 

Mark lyanas - Consultant for Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) Maldives 

Speaking: 

Would it be one of the climate change committees and you cater interact with them with 

your committee and I know the chair and the vice chair. And of course, there is a lot of 

resemblance with the two different acts. I mean if that is something we could make it if 

you want.  

 

Chairman speaking: 

Yea! That would help. Ok! Aryj, do you have any more points to highlight? 

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

No, thank you so much for giving us this opportunity if we don’t have any more things 

to add. Thank you so much again for this opportunity and we will get back to you Chair 

with some sort of a plan for how we can carry on some of the things that we have 

discussed. 

 

Chairman speaking: 

Ok! So, look forward to that and thank you once again. It’s been very useful, and we 

look forward to working more closely so that we get the maximum help and assistance 
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you could provide to us. Thank you so much and we will end it there this part of the 

session. 

 

Aryj Hussain - Country representative for Westminster Foundation for Democracy 

(WFD) Maldives Speaking: 

Thank you. 
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ހިނގްވަާ  އުސލޫުން.    އހެެނވްީމާ،  ދރިާސާކރުާ  މި  ބލިުތއަް  ހަމަ  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  ގޮތއެްގއަި  އާންމު  ފަށަމާ 

ކަންކަން   ބއައެް  ނިންމލާަންޖހެޭ  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  ކުރިން  ބލެުމގުެ  ތަފުސލީުކޮށް  މއާްދާތއަް  ބލިގުެ  ފރުަތަމަ 

ބިލު މި  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  ކަމަކީ  ދެވަނަ  ސުނގްަޑި.  ބލިުގެ  ކަމަކީ  ފުރަތަމަ  ދިރާސާކރުުމުގައި  އެބހަރުި.   

މެންބރަުންގެ   ނުކުތާއަށް  ދެ  މި  އހެެނވްީމާ،  ފާސްކރުުން.  ކަނޑއަަޅއަި  މއުއަްސަސާތއަް  ބއަްދލަުކރުާނެ 

 ޚިޔލާހުޯދުމަށް އަޅގުަނޑު ހުޅވުލާަން. 

 

 ގއަްދޫ ދއާިރގާެ މެންބަރު އަޙްމަދު ޒހާރިު ވހާަކަދެއްކވެުން: 

 މރާިޗު.  23ދުވަސް. އއެީ އހެެނވްީމާ،  30ންމަން އަޅގުަނޑު ހުށހަަޅަން މި ބިލގުެ މަސައްކަތް ނި

 

 ކެންދޫ ދއާރިގާެ މެންބރަު ޢލަީ ޙުސައިން ވާހަކަދއެްކެވުން: 

 މރާިޗު ރަނގަޅއެްނޫންތޯ.  30މާރިޗު ކިހިނެއްތޯ.  30އާދެ! 

 

 ރިޔާސަތުން ވާހަކަދއެްކެވުން: 

މިއަށް    30އާދެ!   ބޭފުޅަކު  އހެެން  ހުށހަެޅި  އަޅގުަނޑު  މރާިޗަށް  ދެން  އެގޮތަށް  އިޢުތރިާޟުނުކރުއަްވާތީ 

މއުައްސަސާތައް   ބއަްދލަުކރުާނެ  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  ދރިާސާކރުުމގުއަި  ބލިު  ހިންގވަާ  ދެން  މި.  ކަނޑއަެޅީ 
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އެހެނވްީމާ،   ފަރާތުން.  މިނިސްޓރްގީެ  އެނވްަޔަރަންމަންޓް  މވިަނީ  ހުށަހަޅާފއަި  ބލިު  ދެން  ކަނޑއަަޅަމާ. 

 ކަސްޓަމް ސރަވިސް،  ނވްަޔަރަންމަންޓް މިނިސްޓްރީ މީގއަި ހިމެނޭނެ. ދެން މލޯްޑވިްސް ހަމގައަިމު ވެސް އެ

މި  ޕޮ ވހާަކަދައލްިންތޯ  ވރަަކަށް  އއެވްެސް  ދެން  މިނިސްޓރްީ.  އިކޮނޮމިކް  މިނިސްޓރްީ،  ފިޝރަީޒް  ލިސް، 

)ވަ މިނިސްޓރްީ.  ހލެްތު  އަންނާނެ  ބާވަތްތަކގުެ...  އެކި  ނޫނީ  ދޫނި  މި  ގުތުކޮޅަކަށްފހަު(  އިމްޕޯޓރަުންނއާި، 

އހެެނވްީމާ، މި ލިސްޓުކރުެވުނީ އެނވްަޔަރަންމެންޓް މިނިސްޓްރީ، އީ.ޕީ.އޭ، )ވގަުތުކޮޅަކަށްފހަު( މލޯްޑވިްސް  

ކޮބއަިކަން ބަލއަލިާފއަި އޭގެ ތރެއެިން އެންމެ ބޮޑެތި ތިން   ކަސްޓަމްސް ސަރވިސް މގީެ އިމްޕޯޓަރުންނަކީ 

ކޮންމެ ދެން  އރޭަށް  ދިރޭތަކެތި    އިމްޕޯޓރަުންނަށް.  ގިނއަިން  އެންމެ  )ވަގުތުކޮޅަކަށްފހަު(  ވިޔަސް.  ބަޔަކަށް 

މިނިސްޓރްީ   އިނގޭތޯ. އެނވްަޔަރަންމެންޓް  ޕާޓީއަށް. މހިރާު އެހެނވްީމާ، މި ލިސްޓަކީ މިއީ  ތިން  އިމްޕޯޓު 

އިކޮނޮމިކް   އއާި  މިނިސްޓރްީ  ފިޝރަީޒް  އާއި  ޕލޮިސް  އާއި  ސރަވިސް  ކަސްޓަމްސް  މލޯްޑވިްސް  އއާި 

ސްޓރްީ އާއި ހލެްތު މިނިސްޓރްީ އއާި، ހލެްތު މިނިސްޓްރގީެ ތރެގޭައި އެޗް.ޕީ.އޭ ވެސް ހިމެނޭ ގޮތުން  މިނި

ބުނާނީ. ދެން އީ.ޕީ.އޭ، ދެން އިމްޕޯޓރަުނގްެ ތރެެއިން އެންމެ   ޑލެިގޭޝަން ފޮނވުއަިދއެްވާށޭ  ބޭފުޅުނގްެ  އެ 

ކޮމެންޓަށް   ޢއާްމުކޮށް  ދެން  އިމްޕޯޓރަުން.  ތިން  ދެނީފހާގަަކރުެވޭ  މުއްދަތެއްތޯ  ކހިާ  ؟ ހުޅވުލާަން 

މުއްދަތއެް ޢއާްމުކޮށް ވެބްސައިޓުގައި   ހަފްތގާެ  މެންބރަުން ނިންމވެީ އއެް  )ވގަުތުކޮޅަކަށްފހަު( އހެެންވީމާ، 

ފަރާތްތަކާ   ހުޅވުއަލިުމަށް ބލިަށް ކޮމެންޓް ޢއާްމު ފރަާތްތަކުން ހުށަހެޅއުވްުމަށް. އގޭެ އިތުރުން މިދެންނވެި 

 ބއަްދލަުކޮށް ކޮމިޓީން މަޢލުޫމާތު ސާފުކރުާ ގޮތަށް. ދެން އއެް ބައްދލަުވުމަކަށްތޯ ކިޔާނީ ނޫނީ  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން

އެހާ   ބައްދލަވުުމއެްގއަި  ހަދަމާތޯ  ބއަްދލަވުުމަކަށް  ބައްދލަވުުމަކަށް ކިޔާނީ. ދެ  ގެންނާނީ. އއެް  ވަކވިަކިންތޯ 

ހލާއަގިެން ދެ ބއަްދަލވުުމަކަށް ހއަްދވަާ. ދެން  ޕާޓީ ބަ   4ގިނަ ނވުާ ގޮތަށް. އހެެންވީމާ، ބއަްދލަުވުމއެގްއަި  

އިނގޭތޯ.   ގޮތަށް  ގެންދާ  ކރުިއަށް  ކޮމިޓީން  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  އވަހަަކަށް  އިންތިޒާމވުހިާ  ބއަްދލަވުުން 

. ދެން އަޅގުަނޑުމެން މި ނިންމީ  30އހެެނވްީމާ، މި ސުނގްަޑއިއެް ގޮތަށް މި ކަނޑއަެޅުނީ މރާިޗު މހަގުެ  

ކޮމެން ބހެޭ އާންމުންނަށް  ކަމާ  ނިންމީ  މި  އަޅގުަނޑުމެން  ދެން  ހުޅވުއަިލުމަށް.  ހަފްތާއަށް  އއެް  ޓަށް 

އހެެނވްީމާ،   ގޮތަށް.  ހޯދާ  ކޮމެންޓް  ބއަްދލަުކޮށް  ފަރާތްތަކާ  ހުރހިާ  ބައްދލަުވުމަކުން  ދެ  މއުައްސަސާތަކަށް 

ން ނިންމލާަނީ. ވަރަށް ބޮޑަށް  އގެޮތަށް މަސައްކަތް އަޅގުަނޑުމެން ރާވލަުމަށްފހަު މއިަދަށް ކޮމިޓގީެ ބއަްދލަުވު

 ޝުކރުއިްޔާ.  

_________________________ 
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