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Islam, I hope you are able to hear me. This is Yasmin. Hear me and see me.

United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi

speaking:
Yes, | hear you and | see you.

©0>¢co0¢Ccrrz > e o o =z
SISV APY 9 PrEL < o

Okay, that’s great. Thank you so much.
pa 0, 22, or Z o0 o0Cr 2, ¢ 2, 0r - (-4 7 27 Or 77 o € ¢ 0 2 7 27
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Islam, as Hamdha must have informed you, we will be updating the online document
with the translations of the discussions. When you take the floor, of course you will be
asking the questions in English. But we will be translating it over here just so it is a
more engaging consultation with the committee. But Hamdha will be supporting you
through the online file. | am giving a brief introduction now. Yeah!

United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi

speaking:
Fine. Very good, thank you.
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United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi
speaking:

Thank you. Thank you, Yasmin. And greetings to the decentralization committee of the
Majlis of the Maldives. As Yasmin mentioned, | am part of this team of UNDP. | have
been contracted by the UNDP Maldives to help with the preparation of the white paper
on decentralization reforms in the Maldives. Me, myself | am a professor of
international relations, and | worked as a researcher. And in my capacity as part of my
contract with the UNDP of the Maldives we are now at the stage of consolidating our
work on what is the latest situation regarding the decentralization at the Maldives. And
we hope to come with the final white paper in coming period. But it was vital and
indispensable that we meet with you with the parliament, with the Majlis and with the
committee of the decentralization in order to hear your views and perspectives on what
is the, your assessment and reflections on the decentralizations on the decentralization
of the Maldives and on the work of the local councils. As part of my assignment, | was
in the Maldives for two weeks for the consultations. At that time due to your

, we were not able to meet then when I was in person in Male’. But again, |
4
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mean this is a good facilitation that we have this opportunity through online means to
talk to you about that. My colleagues are there in person. So, we are part of the same
team in producing this white paper. If I may, | can start with the first question? Is it fine
Yasmin, that | start with the first question?

United Nations Development Programme Maldives, Assistant resident representative
Yasmin Rasheed speaking:

o~ 0 ¢ o

Let me also check in with the committee. (j:"}/"/‘/".f M,-w Yes, Islam continue. And

then after you ask the question we will also, Hamda will also help support in
articulating it in dhivehi also just so we are very clear. Please go ahead.

United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi
speaking:

Yes, Thank you so much. So, my first question relates to your work as a Majlis as a
whole. So, | want to reflect on the following which is, consists of two parts as a
question. So, the first part of the question is how the issues that relate to the
decentralization and the work of the local councils are reflected in the agenda and
deliberations of the Majlis? And this is the first part of the question. And the second
part is whether and how the local councils, island council, city councils, atoll councils
are consulted or included in these deliberations that relate to the work of the local

councils and decentralization agenda in the Maldives?
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Nilandhoo constituency member Fathimath Sauda Speaking:

Thank you so much. And thank you for your dedicated work that you’re doing to bring
a positive change in our decentralization act and the whole system. My question is to
the UNDP representatives here, present. Had we have written, like questions which our
consultant is most probably, like proposing to us. It will be easier for us to answer it
more accordingly and also; | believe that this, the information that we are giving today
will be crucial for your research and also, the facts-based statistics can be given if we
have the questions like prior to like. Otherwise, | believe that MP Aifan also would
have given some statistics as well. And also, give you a real picture of what you can
actually use in your research. Thank you.
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And 1 want, I’'m apologies MR Islam Yusuf, right. I want to welcome you to our
committee and it’s an honor for us to have you here. So, actually we will be
communicating in Dhivehi to give you a more clear vision of how our committee
proceedings work. Ok. So, Thank you.

United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi

speaking:
Thank you so much. So, | go the next question?

United Nations Development Programme Maldives, Assistant resident representative
Yasmin Rasheed speaking:

Yes. So, I just want to quickly respond to MP Sauda’s request as well. And I do
appreciate and understand, and | do see how having written questions as well as having
written responses to the questions would provide us with more accurate and up-to-date
facts as well as more elaboration, specifically responding to the questions. Would it be,
I’m thinking of how we can best go about this. What do you of us having the meeting
right now and well the questions are been posed we can enter the questions on the chat
as well. That is something we can do. So that the question is always visible. And
secondly can we consider also receiving written responses in addition after the meeting
today. So, is that something that is possible? So, for now we could have maybe, this
conversation with the committee. And then we can also send the questions in for further
the additions to the responses.
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Islam, Hamda will be populating the document with regards to discussion that we are
having right now. But I will quickly also respond again in Dhivehi.
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United Nations Development Programme Maldives, Assistant resident representative
Yasmin Rasheed speaking:
Islam, this is Yasmin. Hamda would have yeah, kept you update on the discussions that

we had. Just to summarize....

United Nations Development Programme International Consultant, Islam Jusufi

speaking:
Yes, | am updated.

United Nations Development Programme Maldives, Assistant resident representative

Yasmin Rasheed speaking:

Thank you. So, for now the committee meeting has ended. But the way forward is that
we will be sharing the questions that you had intendent to ask to the committee today
and the committee will deliberate on this internally and we will have a date for
rescheduled meetings as soon as possible. Thank you so much.
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