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:ްއކެވުނ
ް ެރިޔާސަތުން ވާހަކަދ
.ްގނ
ު ްގ އެނ
ާ ްރިޔާސަތުން އަނ
Prime Minister, Your Excellency Sheikh Hasina, Excelencies, Honourable Members of
the parliament, ladies, and gentlemen. It gives me great honour to welcome to our
parliament Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. In many respects the Prime Minister needs no
introduction; her record speeks for itself. Under her leadership Bandladesh is booming.
and rapidly becoming one of South Asia’s fastest growing important and most dynamic
economies. Before the pendamic, Bangladesh so sustained economic growth toping 7%
over many years. It has also enjoyed unprecedented political stability, peace, and
harmony. I am sure that economists, Pundits and gournalists will soon start calling
Bangladesh not just a fast-growing economy, but a Tiger Economy. The Bengal Tiger is
out. Not only is Bangladesh becoming an important economic power, but it is also
punching above its weight on the world stage. I saw first-hand the leadership
Bangladesh showed at the recent climate change summit. The Bangladeshi delegation
headed by the Prime Minister, relentlessly fought for the rights of climate vulnerable
countries including the Maldives. With determination, Bangladesh fought to ensure
global temperatures do not pass 1.5 degrees of warming, which spells doom for all of usand that the international community delivers the funds we need to adapt to climate
change and transition to a clean future. Indeed, the BBC reported that of all the world
leaders that attended the climate summit, fives stood out as the most important
dealmakers. This included the Prime Minister. The Maldives was exceptionally grateful
to have such a heavy hitting dealmaker, fighting in our corner in Glasgow. I have been
particularly grateful for the leadership of the Prime Minister has given to Climate
Vulnerable Forum, a group of 55 vulnerable countries which under Bangladesh’s
presidency has become a global force to be reckoned with. I am impressed by the Prime
Minister’s vision behind her “Mujeeb prosperity plan” - an economic plan that would
help deliver bangladesh’s future prosperity while embracing the clean energy and
technologies that are starting to dominate global economy. In the Maldives, we will
follow the Prime Minister’s lead. We will soon start work on our prosperity plan to
deliver growth, wealth, and improved living standards, while, at the same time transiting
away from the old, antiquated technologies towards the new. Before I end and pass to
the Prime Minister for her remarks, I would like to take this opportunity to thank on
behalf of this entire house, the invaluable contribution the Bungladeshi community
makes here in the Maldives. Our Bangladeshi cousins underpin our economy, our
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prosperity, our way of life. Without there invaluable contribution in our labour market,
we wounld not have enjoy the standard of living that we do today. This is an important
fact that as a nation we should better appreciate. Prime Minister; you have shown
tremendous leadership, wisdom, and intelligence both in leading your own country and
leading developing countries on the world stage. It is trully a delight to welcome you to
the Maldives, and honour to invite you to address the house. Prime Minister.
Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of People’s Republic of Bangladesh:
` .Your Excellency Speaker of the People’s Majlis of Maldives Mr. Mohamed
Nasheed. Honorable Deputy Speaker, Honorable Parliamentary Parties’ leaders,
Honorable parlimentarians, distinguished members of diplomatic corps, Excellencies,
ladies and gentlemen. السالم علیكم, and a very good afternoon to you all. I am deeply
honoured to have the opportunity to address you, the distinguish members of the Majlis
at this home of politics and policies, which is the heart of democracy of this beautiful
country. As a person who has been involved in politics all her life, I am delighted to be
here at the parliament of fraternal country with whom we share historical links, multiple
communalities, similar challenges and assured we shown our prosperity. Honorable
Parliamentarians; As you can identify with my feelings, stepping into the journey of
politics is a difficult choice for me, as the path is full of sacrifices, both; professional and
personal uncertainties and turmoil. Still the rewards are many, particularly the
opportunity to serve the people. You should acknowledge that is the greatest gift of
politics we devote our lives to the welfare of our people. Let me pay my homage to your
forefathers and my Maldivian contemporaries for your genuine contribution to this
beautiful country’s democratic and developmental journey. Excellencies, distinguished
audience, ladies and gentlemen. This beautiful structure also reminds me of our journey
as an independent state. This year was particularly significant for Bangladesh as we
celebrated the birth centenary of our father of the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, and the golden jubilee of independence of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur was the prime architect of Bangladesh’s struggle for emancipation from all
kinds of exploitation, injustice and inequality, and his birth centenary is an auspicious
occasion for all Bangladeshis’. I take the opportunity to pay my homage to our father of
the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who selflessly devoted his whole life
for the cause of democracy, who selflessly has devoted his whole life and also we
suffered a lot. He wanted to establish a society free from hunger, poverty, deprivation,
and injustice. On this month of victory, I also pay my tribute to the valient freedom
fighers, three million martrys, two hundred thousand abused mothers and sisters for their
3
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supreme sacrifices during our war of liberation in 1971. We were honoured to welcome
His Excellency President Solih, during the opening celebration of the birth centenary of
the father of the nation and the golden jubilee of independence in March 2021. I thanks
to the Honorable President for his gracious presence at our capital. Our path to
independence and emancipation has not been easy one. Our father of the nation
struggled all his life to bring happiness to the people of Bengal. He spent about 13 years
out of 24 years from 1947 to 1971 in jail with occational intervals. As his children, we
all miss our father. He was a great leader of our langage movement put foward the six
point demands as a blueprint for economic emancipation of the people of the Pakistan in
1966, so fought effortsly brought suggestion case against him known as Agartala
Consprise Case and was released from jail following mass protest known as the Mass
Upsurge Movement in 1969 and led the Awami League to a landslide victory in election
held in 1970. When Pakistani military government refuse to handover power to the
elected reperesentatives, my father called on corperation movement on the 7th March
1971, he addressed a huge gathering and he gave a clarion call to the people to raise up
and begin the struggle for independence. On 25th March Pakistani military, Junta started
genocide. Started killing our people. killing, arsenal, looting all these things. On 26th
march my father declared the liberation. Our people, inspired by his leadership, millions
of Bengali from all works of life joined the freedom struggle until we gained the
ultimate victory on the 16th of December 1971. Because when he declared the
indepenedence, immediately he was arrested, and he was taken to jail. He was actually
taken to Pakistan, and they put him West Pakistan in a jail, and he was senetenced to
death. But within this time, when we achieve our victory, then there was tremendous
pressure from international community. So, Pakistani government that time the military
dictator was gone. The new government came to power, and they release my farther on
8th January 1972. On 10th January he returned home. After coming back to a war of his
country, father the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur took responsibility for his
people after returning home on 10th January 1972. He started reconstructing and
rebuilding the war abased country and ruled on its economy. He had sincerely taken care
of the verify peoples. He also achieved robust growth in the agriculture, health,
education, and industry sectors. He had transformed a newborn country from rubbles
into a least developed country status within three and half years. Unfortunately, father of
the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur was brutally murdered. He was assassinated on
15th August 1975 along with my family members. My mother, my three brothers, all of
them are younger than me. My brother. My mother’s name was Fazilatunnesa. My
brother Captain Sheikh Kamal. He was a freedom fighter. My second brother lieutenant
4
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Shaikh Jamal, who was a freedom fighter, and my younger brother only 10 years old.
and Kamal and Jamaal, my two brother’s wives, my sister-in-laws Sulthana and Parveen,
both of them are, all of them were assassinated at a time. And my uncle Sheikh Nasir, he
was also a freedom fighter. He was also killed, and that way they attacked three houses
and killed many of our relatives. My father’s two sisters house was attacked, and the
member of those houses been killed. Almost all together 18 members killed on that day.
Including the Military Secretary of my father and also the police officer on duty. My
younger sister and myself, we were abroad that time. My husband was a nuclear scientist.
He was working in Karlsruhe, Germany. That time we just went there for a short visit.
But within 15 days both the sister, we lost all our family members. And not only that,
the military dictator took over power did not allow us to return our home. Even they
denied to renew my sister’s passport. We spent 6 years in abroad as a refugee. After 6
years, my party, Bangladesh Awami League in my absence here elected me as the
president of the party. From my school I was very much involved in politics. I was the
elected vice president of my colleg, but we are working for people. But I never thought
that I will take such a big responsibility. But I thought that I should come back. But you
will be surprised to know that the killers, they’re not being punished. Rather the
indemnity ordinance was passed by the marshal ordinance, and I had no right, not only
me, all of other families those who loss their nearest dearest one on 15th August, we had
no right to file any case or ask for justice. And the Anti-Liberation force and the killers
of my parents, actualy they were in power. But under that circumstances I decided to
return home. I knew that anything may happen to me. But I thought that the way my
father wanted to to build up the Bangladesh it is not going the right path. So, I should do
something for our people. That’s why I took the risk, I return home. But I suffered
imprisonment several times, multiple assassination attempts on me and much hardship.
But well, I think it is Allah Rabbul Aalameen saved me every time. So, I am trying my
best to help my people. However, it is my greatest satisfaction that today Bangladesh has
one acclaimed for establishing democray and pluralism. Because since 1975 there were
many times, there are nineteen times there are military coup, many people been killed.
That was the situation. People have no right. After 21 years I formed government. For
the first time our people realized that government can serve people, government can
work for people and government is people's government. So, now Bangladesh is you
know, our democracy has been established and democracy and pluralism we have
established. Following our independence Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur laydown the
foundation of the path to the socio-economic freedom of our country. Following his
foodsteps and inspired by these economic and political philosophy, I am happy to share
5
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that Bangladesh has achieved remarkable progress in the last decade. The average GDP
growth registered in the previous few years has been more than 7%, while in 2019 to
2020 just before the pendamic, our GDP growth rate was 8.2%. But unfortunately,
because of this covid its gone down. During the last decade Bangladesh has also made
remarkable
progress
in
socio-economic
indicators.
Including
women
empowerment, maternal and child health, life expectancy, population growth rate,
sanitation, drinking water, primary education and literacy. Excellencies, ladies and
gentlemen; In continuation of our development journey, we have to transform
Bangladhesh into a middle-income country by 2021. So, we have made all the LDC
targets by 2031 done into a knowledge based developed country by 2041, and a
prosperous and resilient delta by 2100, as you may be aware that on 24th November 2021
the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted the resolution on gruaduation of
Bangladhesh from the LDC category. Bangladhesh is now a US dollar 411 billion
economy and it’s ranked among the 34 largest economies of the world. However,
development brings its own challenges, to cope with the situation that we will face after
the withdrawal of the benefits we used to enjoy as the LDC, our forecast will be on
diversifing the economy and exploring new markets. We are also striving to transform
into a technology driven society and innovation led growth with a vision of digital
Bangladhesh. We believe no country in the world can prosper in isolation. The pandamic
Covid-19 taught us that we are interdepending and have to share our expariences for the
sake of a better, secure and prosperous world. We reiterate our principle position of
collaboration with our fraternal neighbours in South Asia as had been annunciated by
our father of the nation. We are particularly encouraged to witness your development
journey, your successful transition from LDC to a middle-income country, and we hope
Bangladesh and Maldives would tap the complementarities. I also hope that our warm
and friendly relations will further be consolidated. Bangladesh is thriving with
possibilities and potentials. I call upon, both the government, our private sector of the
Maldives to be a partner in the development journey in the next 50 years for mutual
benefit. Distinguished Members of Parliament and audience; 2021 is a landmark year for
Bangladesh Maldives bilateral relations with the exchange of high-level visits, fruitful
bilateral discussions among relevant authorities and goodwill exchange of collaboration
on many areas of bilateral interest. We firmly believe we would further consolidate our
bilateral relations through further expansion of trade, investment, connectivity, tourism,
and people to people contacts. I would like to conclude with the hope, that our next 50
years journey will be even more fruitful and bringing meaningful changes to the lives of
our people. I wish prosperity and happiness for the people of Maldives and its
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pioneering leaders. I thank you for offering me this honour to be here with you. Long
live Bangladesh Maldives friendships, long live Bangladesh Maldives friendship. Joy
Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu, may Bangladesh live forever. Thank you very much for
hearing me. Thank you.
Honourable Mohamed Nasheed, MP, Speaker of the People’s Majlis:
A Nation’s strategy intwined with your person Prime Minister, against all odds you have
not only survived, but you are now leading your people to prosperity. Prime Minister;
we have a little present for you, Maldives and Bangladesh ports, habours were always
linked by our traders, always. This painting that we have here presenting to you today is
of a boat, a Bangla boat. These boats have different names. But there is a specific boat, a
“bangaalhu odi” which travels between Chittagong or Bangladesh Bengal and Maldives.
There is a season if you do not do anything on the sea and leave the Maldives, you will
only end up in Chittagong. May I present to you the painting, Prime Minister.

ްނިންމުނ
.ީوالحمد هلل رب العالمين މަޖިލިސް ނިމުނ
___________
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